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Eye Bank Prepares For 50th Anniversary 
Celebration in 2012 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

In 1962, Dr. Victor T. Curtin worked 
closely with his  friend and fellow oph-
thalmologist Edward W. D. Norton to 
create Bascom Palmer Eye Institute. 
Along with the establishment of what 
would become the country’s best eye 
hospital, Dr. Curtin was successful in his 
dream of starting the fi rst eye bank and 
ocular pathology lab in the southeast.  

Th e Florida Lions Eye Bank was born. 
In March of 2012, the Florida Lions Eye 

Bank will celebrate its 50th anniversary. A 
gala dinner and other activities will be held to 
mark the special occasion .

Grammy-nominated singer and songwrit-
er (and Lion) Karen Taylor-Good is sched-
uled to perform at the anniversary event. 
Look for more information and details later 
this year. 
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Colombian Eye Bank Director Learns 
While Strengthening Ties With FLEB

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

Dr. Hernando Gomez, soon to be Di-
rector of the eye bank in Pereira, Colom-
bia, recently received hands-on training at 
the Florida Lions Eye Bank.

Dr. Gomez, along with his wife and two 
daughters, traveled to Miami to learn about 
eye tissue examination under the slit lamp, 
the screening and processing of donated 
eye tissue and the operation of a large and 
busy eye bank. 

Chinese Ophthalmologists Visit 
Ophthalmologists from the Beijing Tongren Hospital in 

China recently visited the Florida Lions Eye Bank. Although 
the visit was brief because of the meeting schedule with the 
Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology 
(ARVO), they were grateful to meet with Dr. Jorge Pena, 
Technical Director and Judith Cornille, Director of Profes-
sional Development about eye bank issues.   

The distinguished guests included Dr. Xinyuan Zhang 
(retina specialist), Professor Ningli Wang (Candidate Chair-
man of Chinese Ophthalmological Society and director of 
Beijing Tongren Eye Center) and Professor Liang Xu (Chair-
man of Beijing institute of Ophthalmology). Dr.Wang ex-
plained that because of cultural barriers to eye donation in China, those in need of cornea 
and sclera tissue often wait months or years for a transplant. 

Dr. Pena demonstrated the technical aspects of the recovery, processing and prepara-
tion of tissue, including the preservation and cutting of cornea and sclera tissue.  

While we discovered there are differences in eye banking between China and the U.S., 
we also learned we have much more in common. Our shared mission is to GIVE THE 
GIFT OF SIGHT.

“Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.”  - William Butler Yeats

Exchange of Ideas Ignites Mutual Interest 
in Eye Banking

Raising awareness about the impor-
tance of eye donation in Pereira was one 
of the issues that was addressed. English 
and Spanish promotional materials were 
provided to him for possible adaptation 
for his eye bank.

We look forward to a continued col-
laboration with Dr.  Gomez, as he helps to 
Give the Gift of Sight in his community.
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COMMUNITY PARTNERING
Making a Splash at Health & Fitness Expo

Th e Florida Lions Eye Bank again par-
ticipated in the 2011 Health and Fitness 
Expo at the Miami Beach Convention 
Center. Th is year FLEB teamed with the 
Life Alliance Organ Recovery Agency and 
shared a booth.

 Th e event off ered free health screen-
ings, prizes, rock climbing, massages, a 
variety of giveaways and an opportunity 
for kids to “become” weather forecasters. 
Th is year, the eye bank had a record num-
ber of people signing donor cards, with 
many more taking cards to sign at home 
at www.donatelifefl orida.org.  

 Volunteers from Life Alliance Organ 
Recovery Agency and the Florida Lions 
Eye Bank staff   joined forces, bringing 
out the best of both organizations at the 
event  and encouraging participants to 
DONATE LIFE. Grateful organ transplant 
recipients also worked side by side with 
eye bankers for the two day event. Th anks 
again to those who helped out:  Vivian 

Lopez, Elina Hackworth, Michelle Sieira, Pam 
Pitcher, Danitza Piedra and Judith Cornille. 
Visit us in 2012 and support a great cause!

(L-R) Kidney/pancreas recipient Denise Martinez 
with eye bank staff  Judith Cornille, Michelle Sieira, 
Danitza Piedra.

 Make certain that you have indicated on your driver’s license that you 
want to be a donor or that you have registered as a donor on 
www.donatelifefl orida.org. 

Most importantly, share your desire to be a donor with your family.  
By doing this, you will have joined with us in achieving our mission: 
To Give the Gift  of Sight.    

HOW  YOU CAN HELP 
in our sight-saving work 

1

2



2011 OPEN HOUSE 

Lions and Guests Attend 2011 Open House
Lions from across South Flori-

da attended the Florida Lions Eye 
Bank annual Spring open house 
event and educational session, 
hosted by the eye bank and Bas-
com Palmer Eye Institute.

 The evening began with pre-
sentations in the Retter Audito-
rium by President Stacey Jones, 
PCP, eye bank Medical Director 
Sander Dubovy, M.D. and Ex-
ecutive Director Elizabeth Fout 
Caraza.  

Attendees then separated into 
smaller groups for the popular 
tours of the Ophthalmic Biophys-
ics Research Center and the eye 
bank’s pathology lab and tissue 
processing facility. 

At the Biophysics Center, Di-
rector Jean-Marie Parel, Ph.D. and 
his staff demonstrated a remote-
controlled 3-D slit lamp micro-
scope, a new invention that will 
allow complete exams and diag-
nosis from a doctor thousands of 
miles away.  

The Pathology Lab tour showed 

Many enjoyed the presentations inside the Retter Auditorium

Jorge Pena describes the tissue processing procedure. 

Guests look at a monitor with 3-D glasses during the Biophysics tour.

Medical Director Sander Dubovy, M.D. Eye Bank staff members enjoy the reception.



Lions and Guests Attend 2011 Open House
how their services provide doctors with informa-
tion about ophthalmic disease, infections and other 
disorders. In the tissue processing facility, eye bank 
staff showed the techniques and instruments used by 
technicians to prepare donated ophthalmic tissue for 
transplant and research. 

After the tours, the groups met back at the Ret-
ter Patio for fellowship and a festive paella dinner. 
Attendees left with information packets and a better 
understanding of how their support assist the sight-
saving work of the eye bank.  

Paella was on the menu after the tours. 

President Stacey Jones, PCP Remote slit lamp microscope is 
demonstrated. 

Lions’ guests included a young 
mother and her daughter, a 
recipient of donated ocular 
tissue. 

Lions relax after 
the tours.
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles Q. Adams
Mr. and Mrs. David Altbaum
Mr. Yolan Altman
Mrs. and Mr. Teresita Amenabar
Mr. Peter Amrein
L. Jules Arkin Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Manuel Arvesu
Ms. Irene Baros
Mr. Fatemeh Barzroudipour
John E. and Nellie J. Bastien 
 Memorial Foundation
Mrs. Dorothy Bernstein
Mr. David L. Blalock
Mr. Luis S. Blanco
Robert D. Boike
Mr. Richard H. Boike
Mrs. Sandra Borok
Mr. George Bradley
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Brodell
Mrs. Sherna Brody
Mrs. Andrea Brooks
Mr. Richard T. Bueschel
Ms. Mozelle T. Burgher
Mr. Arnold T. Butkus
Mr. Olin D. Button
Estate of Grace Carlson
Mrs. Olga L. Catasus
Mr. Royal Chernock
Mr. John Choto
Mr. Robert D. Christian
Ms. Jamalee H. Clark
Mr. Jose Colon
Mrs. Jean R. Cornille
Ms. Manuela Corrales
Ms. Lillian Court
Victor Curtin, M.D.
Mr. William E. Davis
Ms. Yolanda De Venanzi
Mrs. Phyllis Delizza
Mrs. Esther N. Dillon

Ms. Marla Dorfman
Sander Dubovy, M.D.
Mr. Elbert W. Duvall
Ms. Roselin Edouard
Mr. John Erskine
Mr. Carroll Felleman
Mrs. Elena Fernandez
Mrs. Velia Focaracci
Dr. Richard and Janet Forster 
Mr. Maxine H. Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Saul Friedman
Mr. Martin Gelb
Mr. Robert Goldberg
Mrs. Anastasia F. Gomez
Ms. Georgina S. Gomez
Ms. Cecilia C. Gonzalez
Ms. Marie Governale
Dr. Patricio Grayeb
Mrs. Diane M. Greene
Mrs. Laura Greenstein
Ms. Helga R. Gutmann
Ms. Elina Hackworth
Mrs. Brenda S. Harmelin
Ms. Rose Heifetz
Estate of Florence Herwitz
Ms. Florence L. Hewitt
Ms. Rose Hightower
Mrs. Audrey C. Howison
Mr. Celestino Irizarry
Mrs. Marilyn Jacobs
Mr. John S. Jewett
Mrs. Corine Johnson
Mrs. Elsa H. Jones
Mr. Rene L. Julien
Raananah Katz, M.D.
Ms. Elizabeth Keller
Mrs. Linnie G. Kidd
Mrs. Rose Kirschner
Ms. Vida B. Klein
Ms. Martha S. Knight
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Mr. H. R. Koltnow
Mr. Robert Kranz
Mr. Luke Leitz
Ms. Betty Levine
Mr. Teddy Henri L’Houtellier
Mr. John M. Locher
Mrs. Bessie A. Lombardo
Mrs. Janice R. Lowe
Ms. Elaine G. Lowe
Ms. Edelma Luis
Mrs. Jean Mann
Mrs. Norma Martin
Mr. John Maruca
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Massei 
Mr. Harry Matsuyama
Mrs. Cindy Maza
Mr. Earl McDaniel
Ms. Maria E. McGlynn
Mr. Paul A. McMellon
Ms. Karin McMullen
Mrs. and Mr. Barbara McNinney
Mrs. Ruth Meltzer
Mrs. Gerlo F. Miller
Mr. Sheldon B. Minnich
Mrs. Jane Monas
Mr. Harold M. Morris
Ms. Sherley Morris
Mrs. Kathleen Mortensen
Mrs. Ofelia M. Nibot
Mr. Dave Niemuth
The Calvin and Flavia Oak    
 Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Adalberto Oliva
Ms. Enid Osbourne
Mrs. Linda Parras
Mrs. Rosalie Paul
Dr. Jorge Pena
Mrs. Maria Phillips
Mr. William Pick
Mr. Allen Pilnick

Mr. W. S. Pirkle
Mrs. Gloria Plastow
Professional Firefighters of Palm   
 BEAch County
Mr. Herbert Pruna
Mr. Salvio Rabell
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Rauch
Mrs. Mildred Resnick
Ms. Irene O. Reyes
Mr. Duane A. Robertson
Ms. Laurel Robinson
Mrs. Zoila D. Saenz
Mr. Scott Sankey
Mrs. Bonnie Schiffman
Mr. Warren Severance
Mrs. Norma Sirocco
Mrs. Elaine Solas
Ms. Betty M. Solomon
Ms. Leona Spector
Mrs. Nancy Starke
Mr. David Stein
Mr. Ray Steinbeck
Mr. Timothy Strachan
Mr. Kirby Sullivan
Mrs. Barbara Tompkins
Ms. Paulette Valdez
Mrs. Aurora Varona
Wachovia Foundation Matching   
 Gifts Program
Mr. Richard Wasserman
Mr. Milton Wiener
Mrs. Gloria Wishneff
Mrs. Ileane M. Wood
Mrs. Eileen Wozneski
Mr. Harvey E. Younes
Mrs. Bessie G. Ziskind

The Florida Lions Eye Bank is grateful for the generosity 
of our many contributors. We appreciate their support 

of our mission to supply corneas and scleras for 
sight-saving surgery.
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PEARL GOLDBERG FELLOW

Th e second Pearl Goldberg Research Fel-
lowship has been awarded to Dr. Noriyuki 
Unoki. Dr. Unoki graduated from the Facul-
ty of Medicine at Kyoto University in Japan 
in 2001 and completed his Ph.D. in medi-
cine at Kyoto University Graduate School 
of Medicine in 2010. He gained experience 
in vitreous surgery at multiple hospitals in 
Japan and studied retinal vascular biology 
during his graduate school years. 

Th anks to the Pearl Goldberg Research 
Fund, Dr. Unoki is now working with Dr. 
Sander Dubovy, Director of the Ocular 
Pathology Laboratory and the Eye Bank’s 
Medical Director, and will continue his new 
Fellowship for a full year. Dr. Unoki fi nds 
retinal pathology of interest as a retinal spe-

Pearl Goldberg Research Fellowship 
Awarded Dr. Noriyuki Unoki 

cialist and has al-
ready undertaken 
retinal pathology 
research under 
the guidance of 
Dr. Dubovy.

Dr. Unoki will 
return to Japan in 
August 2012 and 
will give back to 
society through 
his knowledge 
and experience.  
Dr. Unoki is from 
Kyoto, Japan and 
came to Miami with his wife and three   
children.

Dr. Noriyuki Unoki
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