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2010 Installation Dinner 
Oh, What a Knight!
elen Keller’s Knights of the Blind were 
decked out in grand style on Saturday, 
May 22nd for the Florida Lions Eye 

Bank’s 2010 annual installation dinner. Th is year’s 
event was held at Hotel Sofi tel in Miami with
contemporary French ambiance. Th e celebration 
took place in a room draped in white fabric, fi lled 
with white orchids and overlooking a peaceful 
blue lagoon.
 In addition to the installation of incoming 
offi  cers and new President Stacey Jones, PCP, the 
festive evening included a silent auction, cocktail 
party featuring gourmet cheeses from Wisconsin, 
raffl  e prizes, a DJ providing 
music and the backdrop of 
a dramatic sunset. Jim Klug, 
Eye Bank President for 2009-
10, made a presentation of 

Eye bank Medical Director 
Dr. Sander Dubovy (far right) 

addresses the audience in the white-
draped dining room. 

(L) Incoming President Stacey Jones, 
PCP and past president and the 
night’s emcee Richard Vidal, PDG.

Please turn to Page 4
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 Make certain that you have indicated on your driver’s license that you want to be a donor or 
that you have registered as a donor on www.donatelifeflorida.org. Most importantly, share 

your desire to be a donor with your family.  By doing this, you will have joined with us in 
achieving our mission: To Give the Gift of Sight.    

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
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EYE BANK AWARDED ACCREDITATION

he Florida Lions Eye Bank re-
cently passed the required inspec-
tions to achieve accreditation 

from the Eye Bank Association of America 
(EBAA). The accreditation process required 
months of preparation and adjustments by 
the FLEB staff. The Florida Lions Eye Bank 
joins 80 eye banks accredited in the U.S. 
and seven international eye banks accred-
ited by the EBAA, which focuses on setting 
standards, education and advocacy.  

 “We are proud to be a part of the EBAA 
and to have been awarded accreditation,” 
said Executive Director Elizabeth Fout 

FLEB Awarded Accreditation from the 
Eye Bank Association of America

T

Thanks to a generous donation by the 
Bonita Springs Lions Club, the Florida 
Lions Eye Bank will be able to increase the 
number of corneal patches available to treat 
patients undergoing glaucoma tube shunt 
surgery.  

The Horizon DSAEK system, which 
was purchased with the monies, allows the 
eye bank to slice each donor cornea in half 
resulting in a thin cornea button and a thin 
corneal bed. These two pieces are each then 
cut in half, resulting in four corneal pieces 
that can be preserved in glycerin and then 
used for glaucoma surgery.  Previously, each 
donor cornea preserved in glycerin would 
result in two pieces cut in half and those 

Bonita Springs Lions Fund New Equipment 

Caraza. “Our staff worked tirelessly to ensure 
all standards were met.”

The Eye Bank Association of America 
(EBAA) accredits facilities that provide hu-
man eye tissue for surgical use, research and 
ophthalmic training. The EBAA has devel-
oped extensive medical standards (MS) and 
procedures for procurement, preservation, 
storage and distribution of human eye tissue 
for transplantation and research, as well as 
an on-site inspection program to accredit eye 
banks. This inspection program was devel-
oped to ensure consistently acceptable evalua-
tion of eye banks.

then had to be thinned out in the operating 
room by the surgeon. Essentially, this new 
equipment allows FLEB to double the amount 
of tissue available while eliminating  wasted 
tissue and saving time in the operating room. 
A special thanks to the Bonita Springs Lions 
Club for making this new innovative tech-
nique possible! 

Horizon DSAEK 
System



Raising Awareness at 
Health & Fitness Fair
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r. Diana Navia, an ophthalmolo-
gist from Guayaquil, Ecuador, 
recently spent three days at the 

Florida Lions Eye Bank to observe and 
learn more about processing eye tissue 
and operating an eye bank. 

Ecuadorian Eye Bank Director Visits

Dr. Diana Navia learns from the Florida Lions Eye Bank.

 Dr. Navia was recently appointed to serve 
as the new director of an eye bank in Guaya-
quil. Dr. Navia comes from a family with 
strong ties to eye banking. Her late father was 
also an ophthalmologist who served as Ecua-
dor’s first eye bank director and her paternal 

grandmother donated Ecua-
dor’s first cornea. Her father 
had an on-going relationship 
with FLEB for many years. 

Dr. Navia observed activities 
with technicians in the lab and 
also harvesting tissue. She also 
received promotional materials 
in English and Spanish to bring 
back to Ecuador.  Eye bank staff 
wish her and her associates 
success in their mission To Give 
The Gift Of Sight to the people 
of her country.

The Sixth Annual NBC 6 Health and Fit-
ness Expo drew thousands of visitors this year 
and the Florida Lions Eye Bank’s staff were 
there to tell others of the importance of eye 
donation.  

Expo participants visited the eye bank 
booth to sign donor cards and learn how 
donated eye tissue provides the gift of sight. 
An impressive 70 new donors were added to 
Florida’s Donate Life registry that day!  

Many thanks to the staff who helped out, 
including  Elizabeth Fout Caraza, Elina Hack-
worth, Michelle Sieira, Jorge Pena, Paul Sojo, 
Paola Rodriguez, Pam Pitcher and Judith 
Cornille.

D

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

(L-R) Eye bank employees at the Health Fair 
are Elina Hackworth, Paul Sojo and Michelle 
Sieira.



Eye Bank & Lions Shine at 2010 Installation Dinner 

last year’s accomplishments and Medical Director Sander 
Dubovy, M.D. provided A Year In Review. 

Special award presentations included the Ross Carr 
Award, given to Robert S. Dawson, PDG. Th e Jimmy Nel-
son Award, presented to the Lions Club that has provided 
outstanding support to the eye bank, was given to the Buena 
Vista Biltmore Club.

Th e previous year’s Board was thanked for their dedi-
cated service before the coming year’s Board took the oath 
of offi  ce. New President Stacey Jones discussed his goals for 
the coming year, including continuing the eye bank mission 
and working to keep the organization as one of the world’s 
best eye banks.  

Executive Director Elizabeth Fout Caraza announced the 
winners of the dozens of silent auction items. 

Continued from Page 1

Past President Bill Arthur (L) presents 
the Ross Carr Award to Robert Dawson, 
PDG.

Judith Cornille and mother Jean 
Cornille, an eye bank volunteer.

Guests consider the array of silent 
auction items.(L-R) Elizabeth Tejera, Nina Loaiza PDG, District Governor Edgar 

Roa, Julie Sweeten, Ellie Sickle and Emily Scavo. 

(L-R) Juan Tejera, Sellewyn Skinner, Dr. James 
Brauss and Huldah Skinner.



Eye Bank & Lions Shine at 2010 Installation Dinner 
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Kenneth Shivel, PDG, (R) presents the Jimmy Nelson Award 
to members of the Miami Buena Vista Biltmore Club.

Incoming President Stacey Jones 
PCP, addresses the crowd. 

Medical Director Dr. Sander Dubovy and wife, 
with special guest Mary Anne Taylor-Rollins, 
former eye bank Executive Director. 

Incoming Board includes (L-R) President Stacey Jones PCP, Vice President James Brauss, OD, Vice President 
Bud Mansolilli, Vice President Rosa Galliani, Director George Letakis, Director Blair Anderson, Director 
Bob Woomer PDG, Director Bill Arthur, Secretary Colleen Pinkerton PDG, Past President Jim Klug.

Nelson and Sandra Gonzalez, Elina Hackworth, Rosa Galliani, 
Alma Miron, Blanca Hernandez, Judith Cornille, Dorothy 
Letakis, Dalgy San Juan, Nubia Mora, Maria Rawlings and Ana 
Padron.



Received from July 1, 2009 - June 11, 2010
The Florida Lions Eye Bank is grateful for the generosity 

of our many contributors. We appreciate their support of our 
mission to supply corneas and scleras for sight-saving surgery.

Donations
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Mildred Agronow
Estate of John F. Albaugh
Eduardo Alfonso, M.D. 
Olivia Almodovar
Silvia Alpendre
Maria Alvarez
Gayle A. Ameche
Peter Amrein
Cloda Anderson
Barbara E. Appel
Aran Eye Associates, P.A.
Corinne Armand
Steve Armstrong
Manuel Arvesu
Diane Atkinson
Hugh Autry
Michelle Barbree
Eva M. Bartolet
Elke S. Bass
John E. and Nellie J. Bastien  
  Memorial Foundation
M. Hunt Berryman
David L. Blalock
Luis S. Blanco
John P. Blix
Alton A. Bolster
Sandra Borok
Bruce Bottoms
Yvonne Bounce
Peter Bourgeois
George Bradley
Erika Brand
Jeanette D. Brewington
Michelle Briglia
Sherna Brody
Betty J. Broomfi eld
Frank R. Bucchiere
Jack K. Buchwald

Richard T. Bueschel
Mozelle T. Burgher
Daisy P. Burney
Arnold T. Butkus
Olin D. Button
Clutheld Campbell
Hedia D. Cantor
Royal Chernock
Robert D. Christian
Shirley Christian
Ann Chudnoff 
Lynn A. Cleveland
Community Foundation of 
  Greater Lakeland, Inc.
George B. Coons
Coral Rebekah Lodge 
  No. 13, IOOF
Jean R. Cornille
Kathy Corser
Hilaria Cotto
Victor Curtin, M.D.
Estate of Margarete Czygan
Janet C. Davis
Arlene De Cardenas
Yolanda De Venanzi
Donna S. Dean
Richard L. Deming
Betty Eisenberg
John S. Ellis
Belle Epstein
John Erskine
Violet S. Evens
Stanley M. Falke
Ruth Fegers
Al Feingold
Velia Focaracci
Carolyn L. Ford
Richard Forster, M.D.

David A. Francis
Elinor Freinberg
Nathan D. Froot
Esther Furman
Gisela Galliano
Norma S. Gannon
Martin Gelb
Matthew Gissen
Kenneth F. Golden
Cecilia C. Gonzalez
Marie Governale
Diane M. Greene
Paul A. Grillo
Mickey & Brenda S. Harmelin
Wanda L. Harrod
Robert Harter
Rose Heifetz
Justo Hernandez
Estate of Florence Herwitz
Rose Hightower
Bill Hilarcik
Karen R. Hill
Toni Hinchcliff e
Margaret Hinely
Margaret Hiner
Shirley Huntington
Fred Ingber
Marilyn Jacobs
Estate of Marjory Jenkins
John S. Jewett
Elsa H. Jones
Morton Kalin
A. Karamanlakis
Raananah Katz, M.D.
Robert Katz
Linnie G. Kidd
Rose Kirschner
H. R. Koltnow



Stuart Krupkin
Harlan L. Kuritzky
Aaron Kurtz
Gary Lambie
Eleanor Laub
Lazy River Village Inc.
Andy Leone
Robert L. Lesjack
Betty Levine
John M. Locher
Bessie A. Lombardo
Erica Lorch
Elaine G. Lowe
Leila Loyd
Linda Lubitz
Wayne Lynd
Ursula Ma
Norma Martin
Luis A. Martinez
John Maruca
Esther Maryanoff 
Archie & Virginia  Massei
Barbara McNinney
Awilda Melendez
Jane Merritt
Anthony H. Miller
Chester Miller
Sheldon B. Minnich
Jane Monas
Irwin A. Moore
Pamela Moore
William T. Moore
Mary Morgan
Harold M. Morris
Mary Munn
Burt Myers
Betty Nedelman
Ofelia M. Nibot
Th e Calvin and Flavia Oak   
  Foundation, Inc.
Cheri H. Ohmer
Evelyn R. Owens
Jay N. Patel
Barbara Patton
Maria D. Perez
Estate of Fred Pfeiff er
Ruth R. Phillips

William Pick
Grace M. Pirozzi
Gloria Plastow
Sheila F. Quintyne
William R. Reeves
Renaissance Charitable   
  Foundation, Inc.
Mildred Resnick
Irene O. Reyes
Darlene G. Richard
Magdaly E. Rivas
Th erese M. Roberts
Jim L. Rodgers
Richard Romagnoli
Ana M. Romero
Claire Rosenblatt
Audrey Rothstein
Rosemarie Rubino
Samuel M. Russell
Morton E. Rutledge
Zoila D. Saenz
Bonnie Schiff man
Warren Severance
Michele Shamis
Andrew Shaw
Sue Shaw
Th e Shepard Broad Foundation 
Earlene M. Shepherd
Joy S. Sherwood
Walton B. Short
Mary E. Silva
Gail Simmons
Selma Simon
Rita M. Simons
Robert Sims
Norma Sirocco

Leona Spector
David Stein
Rebecca Stein
Charlotte Stern
Kimberly Stockton
Pamela Streete
Albert Tarabour
Elizabeth Th ayer
Th e NCT Group CPA’s L.L.P.
William Th ode
Eddie Th ompson
Barbara Tompkins
Joseph Varsallani
Maria E. Vila Leon
Antonio Vitiello
Wachovia Foundation Matching  
  Gift s Program
Richard Wasserman
Ruby Whipkey
Th elma Wilco
Gerald A. Williams
Ruth K. Williams
Judy A. Winn
Robert Wishneff 
Vincent E. Wolf
Ileane M. Wood
Marry M. Wooten
Eileen Wozneski
Harvey E. Younes
Th omas M. Zink

To my donor’s family:

On May 18, at Bascom Palmer Eye In-

stitute, I underwent a compl e cor-

nea transplant. Even though its 

too soon to tell if the transplant 

is working, I wanted to thank 

you as a donor family for 

the chance you have given 

me to r tore the vision 

in my ey e. I will be 

forever grateful for 

this o ortunity. 

Th e Calvin and Flavia Oak   Dear FLEB:I am very grateful for the caring and loving service you provide. Thank you for the cornea you provided for me! Bless you all,    Ana,   Miami, FL
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To reach out to more Lions wanting to 
learn about the work of the Florida Lions 
Eye Bank, open houses were held in March 
and last fall.  One event was held on a week-
day evening and the other on a Saturday 
aft ernoon. 

About 100 Lions, guests and staff  attend-
ed each open house to see and hear about 
what’s  new in ophthalmology and cornea 
transplantation .  

In addition to the learning experience, 
there was lots of fun, with music provided by 
a DJ, prizes and great food. Young and old 

alike had great time.
Th e aft ernoon open house 

featured a delicious barbecue 
lunch (with plenty of aprons 
for all the helpers) and a paella 

dinner topped off  the 
evening open house in 
March. Both events were 
successful – we hope to 
see you at an upcoming 
eye bank open house. 

FLEB Hosts Two Open House Events

Cornea technician 
Michelle Rivera, with her 
son, DiAngelo.

Future eye bankers include (L-R) Michael Maza, Carly 
Caraza and Justin Maza. Th e boys are sons of Cindy 
Maza of the Pathology Lab and Carly is the daughter 
of Executive Director Elizabeth Fout-Caraza.

Michelle Rivera, with her 

for all the helpers) and a paella 

eye bank open house. 

Evette Parra of caterer Shorty’s 
Barbecue signs a donor card.


